
 

WUR Goes Abroad 

1. Student Information 

 
Field of study in Wageningen Food technology  

Study period exchange 

(dd/mm/yyyy) 
 January     until  June 

Country (exchange) Ireland 

City (exchange) Dublin 

University (exchange) TU Dublin 

Faculty (exchange) Food innovation 

 

2. Motivation for exchange 
 

Why did you choose to go on study exchange? 

I wanted to experience what it was like to study abroad and to experience another culture.  

 

What is the reason you chose for this country/university? 

I wanted to go to a country where I spoke the language and what was not too far away. 

And I really love Ireland, the nature is beautiful!  

3. Accessibility to reach destination   

Do you have any tips to reach your exchange destination? (E.g. bus, train, etc.) 

Since Ireland is an Island it takes a lot of time to go there by train and boat so I think the plane is the 

most feasible way to go there. 

4. University and studying 

Could you provide some general information about the followed courses? 

 

 Course ECTS Short description 

of the contents 

Appreciation 

of course: 
1(low) – 5(high) 

 

Remarks  

1 Climate change  5 Climate change and 

how it impacts the 

world, how to be 

more sustainable  

7  

2 Bioeconomy 5  7  

3 Strategic management  5 SWOT, management 

analysis  

4  

4 Food marketing  5 Food marketing  8  
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5 Life cycle nutrition  5 How nutrition is 

important in each 

stage of life, from 

pregnancy to the 

elderly 

7  

6 Science of brewing and 

distilling 

5 How different kinds 

of alcoholic 

beverages are 

produced and what 

their characteristics 

are 

8  

      

How is the study formalized? (E.g. study forms, academic level, examination, 

workload, lesson material) 

You have two hours of lectures of each course, so this is 12 hours per week. This is not 

that much, outside of lectures there are some other kinds of examinations that take 

place but do not take a lot of time to perform. They also like to do a lot of presentations. 

What is the culture of the university? (E.g. How approachable are the lecturers,  

engagement with local students? What are the differences with the WUR?) 

Lecturers are very approachable. You can talk with them on first name basis. They are 

very lenient. The classes are very small. Once class I took was with two other students. 

Also the lecturer just asked us what we wanted to learn in the beginning of the semester 

and did not have a real plan in the beginning.  

What does the university offer the student additionally? (E.g.  Catering, sports 

facilities, laundry facilities?) 

There are sport facilities, but you do have to pay a bit of money for it. Kind of the same as 

the Bongerd, but offers less variety of classes. There are also cantines where you can buy 

food and coffee.  

5.Housing-travelling-living 
 

What are the possibilities for housing? (E.g. Availability to sign up for a room on 

campus, private rooms, rent rates?) 

There are studenthubs, but you have to be very early to get one as they are full very 

soon. I got my house via a Facebook group. Housing is very expensive. Student hubs are 

most expensive, they cost around 1200 euro a month. My room cost 800 euro a month 

and was considered cheap.  

What is the culture of the country like? (E.g. Differences with home, local 

cuisine, habits, manners?) 

Not a lot of cultural differences. I really loved the pubs where you can just go like every 

day. A lot of live music every day and everywhere. Alcohol is expensive, because of a 

recent alcohol tax. A bottle of supermarket wine cost minimal 7EUR which is also what 

you pay for one pint in the pub. Also Irish people are very polite. They say sorry a LOT.  
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Could you give a general price indication of the place of residence compared to 

living in Wageningen?  

You pay a lot more money for rent and for going out to pubs if you drink alcohol. Groceries 

a the Lidl are maybe cheaper right now then in NL, but only if you go to Lidl. All other 

supermarkets, the Spar is very popular, are expensive... 

 

Could you give some information about public transport infrastructure? (E.g. Cost 

public transport card, taxi prices, how to travel to the university?) 

public transport is cheap. You can get either a student or a young adult leap card, with 

this you can travel for 90 minutes on the bus for 1 EUR or you can take the LUAS, which 

is the metro system in Dublin.  

6. Free time 
What are must-sees in the area? (E.g. nearby destinations, how do you prefer to 

travel, when to plan?) 

Definitely take the DART a little outside of Dublin. In the north you have the cliffs in 

Howth and in the south you have Bray. Both very beautiful.  

What does not appear in the travel guide, but is worth a visit? 

There is this little town of Malahide, it is very beautiful.  

Do you have general tips and tricks about leisure time (E.g. recommendations 

for restaurants, going out?) 

Bad bobs is a pub which changes into a club on the weekends. Just basically anywhere in 

the temple bar area is nice, but this is also the most expensive and touristy part of 

Dublin. You can also go The Temple Bar, but this is the most expensive bar of Dublin. So 

don’t go too often       If you want to a club, Coppers or Diceys is nice.  

7.Challenges & best moment abroad 
What was a challenge you have experienced? 

What was your best memory abroad? 

I bought a ESN package of trips, so basically all of the trips that I took with the friends 

that I made. But I also really loved just drinking a pint in a pub somewhere.  

8. Contact details (optional) 
Is the reader allowed to contact the 

writer? 
yes ☒               no ☐ 

Name/e-mail  Vanja.breeman@wur.nl 

 

 


