WUR Goes Abroad

1. Student information

Study programme WU BBC

Exchange semester (dd/mm/yyyy) 01-01-2024  until 30-06-2024

Exchange destination: University Universidad Auténoma de Madrid

Faculty Facultad de Ciencias Econdmicas y
Empresariales

Country Spain

City Madrid

2. Motivation for exchange

a. Why did you choose to go on study exchange?

| have been living in Wageningen my whole life (I grew up there and stayed for university) so wanted
to experience what it’s like to live in another place. Madrid seemed perfect for me to experience
something very different than Wageningen and also to learn a lot about other cultures and living
abroad.

b. What is the reason you chose for this country?

Spain to me seemed like the perfect country for an Erasmus exchange. There is a lot to see and visit
in Spain, the weather/food/prices are very good and there are a lot of other exchange students. My
main reason though was to improve my Spanish and reach a more fluent level than | had before.

c. What is the reason you chose for this university?
| did not particularly choose this university, it was just the only one offered for my degree in Madrid,
so that was the main reason.

3. Accessibility to reach destination

a. Do you have any advice about reaching your exchange destination?

| flew to Barcelona from Amsterdam for vacation and then took the AVE (train) to Madrid, which only
took 2 hours. But it’s also easy to go to Madrid directly, there are a lot of flights. I've also looked into
busses but in the end that was more expensive and took a lot of time.



4. University and studying

a. Could you provide some general information about the followed courses?

Course ECTS Short Appreciation Remarks
description of of course:
the contents D = S0 D)

1| Investigacién de 6 A course about 2 Quite a basic research
Mercados Turisticos doing research course, a lot of usage
(Tourism Market and research of SPSS and contains a
Research) techniques in lot of groupwork.

Tourism Wouldn’t recommend if
you want to learn
something new. Also
the teacher was not too
keen on exchange
students.

2 | Marketing Turistico 6 A general 4 Attendance was not
(Tourism Marketing) marketing course required for this

which touches course, classes were

topics of tourism nice though and we had
some cool group tasks.
Not super difficult also!
Recommended

3 | Patrimonio Cultural 6 Course about 4 The teacher for this
(Cultural Heritage) cultural heritage, course was really nice

mainly within and enthusiastic. If you

Spain but also want to learn about

other countries. Spain’s heritage, this is

Learning about a very nice course to

the importance do so

and how heritage

is preserved

worldwide.

4 | Estructura de 6 This course 4 Although this course
Mercados (Market touches a lot of was a little bit more
Structure) different topics, strict than the others, I

but all within the felt like it was also

scope of tourism. more structured and

Learning about all you knew what you

the different needed to do. It's a

markets within very diverse course so

Tourism. lots of interesting
things to learn about

5| Sociologia de la 6 A course about 5 Would highly

Poblacion (Sociology
of Population)

fertility, aging and
all different
demographic
subjects.

recommend this one.
Although attendance is
needed to participate in
the exams throughout
the semester, it's a
really nice and not too
difficult course with a
nice teacher. And no
groupwork.




b. I had sufficient possibilities to select suitable courses that were taught in
English (Yes, No - Explain):

The courses in English are very limited, but it differs per faculty | think. All of my courses were in
Spanish and | know a lot of my friends at university also had at least one course in Spanish. There
were some English courses | could have followed, but decided not to as | thought the offered courses
were not so much in my field of interest (econometrics and finance were the English courses). So
eventually chose to do all of them in Spanish, which was difficult at times (especially during exam
period, it takes longer to study and memorize things) but also very rewarding as you gain a lot of
knowledge of the Spanish language. And in the end | passed everything, even with having to do
written exams in Spanish (I could use my paper dictionaries).

Don’t let it scare you — | was also absolutely not fluent and still managed with enough motivation.
Often you’re not the only non-native speaker in class, as there are a lot of exchange students too.
And if you want to do everything in English I’'m pretty sure there are possibilities and you can take
courses from other faculties.

c. I had sufficient possibilities to select suitable courses in my field of interest
(Yes, No - Explain):

When | changed my preferred language to Spanish (Castellano) — yes. | knew | wanted to do a minor
in Tourism and as there was a Tourism degree, | took almost all of my courses from that degree and
had most of my courses with the same students.

d. I am satisfied with the level of the courses that I followed (Yes, No -
Explain):

Beforehand | was told that the level in Spain and Madrid was very easy and you did not have to do
anything, but that was not really my experience. Auténoma is ranked as one of the highest
universities in Madrid and | felt like the level was very different between the courses | had. Some
were very strict (75% correct in the exam for a pass, 5/10) and others were not as strict. And of
course having to do it in Spanish also made things harder, which meant that | did have to do study to
pass my exams. But in comparison to WUR it’s still easier. Furthermore | had some weeks where |
would have multiple midterm exams (so exams outside of the exam period), which were often
announced a few days before and could result in some stress. But in hindsight it was never really
needed to stress about it, everything will be fine. | noticed that a lot of exchange students only had 1
or 2 courses, which meant that in comparison to them, | had to go to class a lot because | had 5
courses.

e. I am satisfied, in the end, with the selection of courses I followed (Yes, No -
Explain):

Yes. | liked most of my courses and in the end it was not too hard to pass them. Also it was a good
indication for me to decide in what subject | wanted to do my master’s in (as that would be my next
step after exchange).



f. What is it like to study there?

E.g. Study forms, academic level, examination, workload, lesson material?

Every day | had 4 hours of class, from 16:00 to 20:00. Each class was scheduled to be 2 hours, but
most of the time you had some time before going to the next class. For my courses | had a lot of
exams, almost every week, but they were small ones which only count for 2% of the final grade. |
didn’t always know that beforehand, though. In general it’s less structured than WUR for example.
For some courses you can choose to do the midterm examination, which means if you passed that
you don’t have to show up for the final exam. At the end of the semester you would have to present
the groupwork you did in front of the class in Spanish (if you're doing classes in Spanish of course).
That was quite stressful but in general people are understanding.

g. What is the culture of the university?
E.g. How approachable are the lecturers, engagement with local students? What are the
differences with WU?

It differs per lecturer, but | experienced them to be quite informal. | had one professor who did not
really like exchange students who were not fluent in Spanish, the art in that is not to care and just
continue. But others were very helpful and gave me extra time to finish the exam as | read slower or
were really engaged in helping me understand as well as possible. | did have engagement with local
students, which is pretty rare if | heard others around me. Just a handful though, but that was
enough! They did not speak any English so | have to talk to them in Spanish, luckily they were very
patient with me. It is of course a Spanish university so it’s not unusual if teachers or students arrive
late, don’t communicate well enough that a class is cancelled, an exam is postponed or when your
professor walks out mid-class to have a chat with other teachers. That's the biggest difference with
WUR | would say, communication.

h. What does the university offer students additionally?

E.g. Catering, sports facilities, laundry facilities?

There’s a big canteen at Plaza Mayor (Campus Plaza Mayor) which offers menu del dia for 6 euros.
You get 2 main dishes, a bread and dessert so it’s really cheap. Me and my friends often did this
whenever we were having a lunch break and it was always very nice. | did not make use of the
sport/laundry facilities.

5. Housing-traveling-living

a. What are the possibilities for housing?

E.g. Availability to sign up for a room on campus, private rooms, rent rates?

| know some exchange students lived in a student residence on campus, but in general | would not
recommend doing that as it’s far from the centre. The university recommends companies, like
HelpHousing. | got my room there at Calle de Preciados right in the centre of Madrid and lived with
ten other Erasmus students. Everyone really has their own lives and especially in Spain: their own
schedules, so it’s different from living in Wageningen where the schedules are much more similar
and it’s easier to plan things with your housemates.

b. What is the culture like?
E.g. Differences with home, local cuisine, habits, manners?



Spanish culture is as you would expect. The life is a little slower (people walk a lot slower),
punctuality is not really a thing here. If you arrive an hour late that’s perfectly normal. People have
dinner anywhere between 20 and 24, life mostly takes place outside on the streets with drinks. In
terms of manners, people are a little bit more physical and expressive than Dutch people are in
general in my opinion. While doing groceries it’s not unusual if employees have nicknames for you
(calling you pretty for example), which would be interesting in NL but in Spain that’s very normal. In
Spain, people in general also maintain less of a distance and are very physical and close to each
other, which | had to get used to at first.

c. Could you give some information about public transport infrastructure?
E.g. Cost public transport card, taxi prices, how to travel to the university?

The public transport in Madrid is very good and cheap. You’d have to make an appointment at one of
the offices in the metro stations to get your own personal transport card and from then on it’s 8 euros
per month for people under 25. From Sol (where | lived) | could take a direct train to university, which
took 30-40 minutes. Although you had to go at least one hour before your class started as those trains
(Cercanillas) were not always the most reliable and don’t have fixed departure hours.

6. Expenses

a. Can you give an indication of your expenses for/during your exchange?

Category Expenses
Travelling there 200

Visa - if applicable /
Vaccinations - if applicable /
Insurances (extra) - if applicable /
Daytrips/sight-seeing 100
Housing costs per month & type of housing/accommodation 520
Grocery costs per month 200

Public transport costs per month 8
Restaurant/going out for dinner costs per month 180

b. The price levels were in general [higher; lower; equal] in comparison to in
the Netherlands:
It’s cheaper than in the Netherlands, especially public transport.

c. Additional remarks regarding expenses?
| expected the Erasmus grant to cover a lot of the expenses, and it does, but | still underestimated all
the costs | was going to make during exchange.

7. Free time

a. What are must-sees in the area?

E.g. Nearby destinations, how do you prefer to travel, when to plan?

Uf a lot of them! To list some of the places that I’'ve been to: Granada (buy tickets for the Alhambra
way in advance), Cérdoba, Sevilla, Salamanca, Valencia (especially during las Fallas), Avila, Bilbao, San
Sebastian, Barcelona, Burgos, Ibiza, Formentera, Gran Canaria, Cadiz... and also Morocco (Tanger,
Chefchaouen and Fes). The flights to Gran Canaria and Morocco are very cheap (15 euros), so



definitely visit those places while you still live in Spain. Trains and busses are also relatively cheap if
you book them in advance. Especially the trains (AVE or Iryo) are a very fast way to get around.

b. What does not appear in a travel guide, but is definitely worth seeing/doing?
Me and my friends did a roadtrip through Extremadura, which is a province no one goes to but is
really beautiful! Especially Mérida and Cacéres. And something more close, I’d go hiking almost every
weekend (it’s very easy to go to the mountains with your transport card) and | really enjoyed hiking
in Manzanares el Real, very beautiful rock formations.

8. Challenges & best moment abroad

a. Any challenges? How did you deal with them?

| did experience several challenges, starting with arriving during Christmas, more than a month
before uni started. That was challenging because there were not a lot of students in the city at that
time. | would recommend arriving a week before but not much more than that. Furthermore doing
my classes in Spanish was a real adventure and definitely worth it, but also comes with its challenges
and it can be difficult not be too hard on yourself if you have trouble with understanding. And in
general just missing family and friends

b. Best memory?

So many! All the places that | listed above | made great memories, but also Madrid is just great to live
in. I think in general just connecting with the local people on my trips and seeing my Spanish improve
more every day. And of course all the friends you make along the way. You will experience so many
things that it’s really necessary to put things on paper so that you won’t forget and you’ll be able to
relive the memories! A lot of my friends chose the ESN Ibiza trip to be their best memory, which was
also super nice.

9. Contact details

Is Fhe reader allowed to contact the yes no O
writer?
Name & email address (if yes) Viva, viva.schut@wur.nl




