
 

WUR Goes Abroad 

1. Student Information 

 
Field of study in Wageningen Animal Sciences 
Study period exchange 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

4/4/2023 until 4/8/2023 

Country (exchange) Japan 
City (exchange) Kyoto 
University (exchange) Kyoto University 
Faculty (exchange) Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences 

 

2. Motivation for exchange 
 
Why did you choose to go on study exchange? 
Studying abroad gave me the experience to live abroad for a longer period of time (for 
me almost 6 months) and to experience a different country and culture, while also having 
a purpose for being there, which is studying. 
 
What is the reason you chose for this country/university? 
Japan is a beautiful and interesting country, and in my opinion, such countries are 
experienced better when you stay there for a longer period of time. Especially because 
the travel distance and costs are high.  

3. Accessibility to reach destination   

Do you have any tips to reach your exchange destination? (E.g. bus, train, etc.) 
I travelled with the airline Cathay Pacific Airlines, from Schiphol, to an overlay in Hong 
Kong International Airport, to Kansai International Airport as the final flying destination, 
and from there took the (bullet)train to Kyoto.  It is very doable.  
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4. University and studying 

Could you provide some general information about the followed courses? 
 

 Course ECTS Short description 
of the contents 

Appreciation 
of course: 

1(low) – 5(high) 
 

Remarks  

1 Culture and Traditions in 
Japan I 

2  In this course, they 
talk about culture 
and traditions in 
Japan.  

2 It was an interesting course. 
However, some lessons 
would be long-winded which 
made them kind of 
dull/repetitive. 

2 Introductory Plant 
Ecology-E2 

2 The course is an 
introduction into 
plant ecology, and 
talks among other 
things about 
ecosystems 
rehabilitation, 
conservation and 
management biology, 
and climate change 
impact. 

4 This course was nice, 
although easy to follow it 
was interesting. 

3 Conservation Biology-E2 2 This course talks 
about conservation 
biology, threats to 
biodiversity, 
conservation 
strategies and 
actions, and the 
future of 
conservation. 

5 Very nice course, I would 
recommend this one. I 
learned new interesting 
things, and the teacher is 
also knowledgeable about 
this topic. 

4 Introduction to General 
Astronomy-E2 

2 In this course, you 
learn about the 
astronomy and 
astrophysics, the 
stars and our sun, 
the planets, black 
holes, etc. 

5 I found this an interesting 
course. Although I had no 
prior knowledge about 
astronomy, it was easy to 
follow and I liked learning 
about it. 

5  Introduction to 
Behavioral 
Neurosciences A-E2 

2 This course is about 
the neural basis of 
behavior, and talks 
about basic 
neuroanatomy, 
neural functioning, 
neuroscience 
methods, perception, 
attention, and 
movement. 

5 This was a nice course, and I 
would also recommend this 
one. It was very interesting, 
and the teacher was 
knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic about this topic. 

6 Sustainable Forest 
Environment-E2 

2 This course is about 
forest ecosystems 
and the role they 
play in biodiversity, 
carbon sequestration, 
hydrological cycle, 
and other things. 

3 The course was very easy to 
follow and was interesting. 
However, it sometimes was 
a little too simple/easy for 
me. 
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7 Climate Change and 
Human Activities-E2 

2 This course talks 
about climate 
change, looks at the 
history of it and looks 
into past climates on 
Earth, and also looks 
at the current 
situation and the 
impact of humans. 

4 The course was easy to 
follow and interesting. The 
lessons were also fun to 
follow. 

How is the study formalized? (E.g. study forms, academic level, examination, 
workload, lesson material) 

The workload was easy to keep up with and the examination was also doable. In my 
opinion, the courses that I took at Kyoto University and the examination of them were 
easier than the courses I took back home at Wageningen University. 

What is the culture of the university? (E.g. How approachable are the lecturers,  
engagement with local students? What are the differences with the WUR?) 

The lecturers are approachable and very polite, so similar to the lecturers at Wageningen 
University. The engagement with local students is different however, most Japanese 
students are more reserved and/or shy.  

What does the university offer the student additionally? (E.g.  Catering, sports 
facilities, laundry facilities?) 
There are multiple clubs which you can become a member of (sports clubs, music clubs, 
gardening clubs, dance clubs, chess clubs, etc.), that is nice. There are also some sports 
facilities, such as a swimming pool which you can use.  

5.Housing-travelling-living 
 

What are the possibilities for housing? (E.g. Availability to sign up for a room on 
campus, private rooms, rent rates?) 

I was able to get a room with a shared kitchen and bathroom near campus in 
Hyakumanben International House from Kyoto University. I paid around ¥36,500 for rent 
each month, the electricity fee would be added to this amount. 

What is the culture of the country like? (E.g. Differences with home, local 
cuisine, habits, manners?) 

The culture in Japan is different than back home. The people in Japan are very polite, 
respectful, and more reserved. The cuisine is very good, and there are a lot of good 
restaurants/stores where you can buy good and cheap meals. 

Could you give a general price indication of the place of residence compared to 
living in Wageningen?  
 
Living in Japan was more inexpensive for me than living in Wageningen. This was mostly 
because the rent rate of my room in Japan was quite low when compared to the rent rate 
in Wageningen. Furthermore, the costs of food and fun activities is also lower than in the 
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Netherlands. 
 
Could you give some information about public transport infrastructure? (E.g. Cost 
public transport card, taxi prices, how to travel to the university?) 

I bought an ICOCA card for public transport, which is like an OV chipkaart, but easier to 
get. It is very easy to use and you can use it for a lot of public transport services 
(including ferries). However for bullet trains you cannot use your ICOCA card but need to 
buy a separate ticker, which once you do it is also very easy. The public transport in 
Japan is also very organized and well structured, better than in the Netherlands. 
Because my room was near campus, I walked to school. 

6. Free time 
What are must-sees in the area? (E.g. nearby destinations, how do you prefer to 
travel, when to plan?) 

My favourite place in the city Kyoto that I visited was the Kyoto Botanical Garden, it is a 
very beautiful place to walk through and also quite large. They have a big greenhouse as 
well. The Nishiki Market is also very fun to visit. 
I also travelled to multiple other cities in Japan, and I really enjoyed the cities Tokyo 
(very nice nightlife and lots of good food), Hiroshima, and Kobe (Kobe Nunobiki Ropeway 
is very cool). I also really enjoyed the island Miyajima.  
My preferred method of travel is the bullet train, although it can be pricy it is very easy 
to use and the quickest form of transportation. 

What does not appear in the travel guide, but is worth a visit? 

In Hiroshima I did a hike up to the Hiroshima Peace Pagoda, it gives a beautiful view 
overlooking Hiroshima and the hike itself is also very nice. It was also quiet and serene 
on the trail, as I encountered no other people. 

Do you have general tips and tricks about leisure time (E.g. recommendations 
for restaurants, going out?) 
 
I would recommend making friends at your dorm or school with whom you can do 
activities and explore the city.  

7.Challenges & best moment abroad 
 

What was a challenge you have experienced? 

I did get homesick, especially near the end of my stay abroad. I missed my family but 
also missed the Netherlands. Living in Japan was quite different than living in the 
Netherlands. Nature, the climate, the food, the people, the houses were all different. 
Kyoto is also a very big city, with almost 1,5 million people. So it can be a little 
overwhelming sometimes. 

What was your best memory abroad? 
After my study was over, my sister visited me and we travelled for three weeks 
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throughout Japan together and visited multiple cities by bullet train. I really loved 
exploring new cities and showing her my favourite destinations and Japanese foods. 

8. Contact details (optional) 
Is the reader allowed to contact the 
writer? yes ☐               no ☒ 

Name/e-mail   
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