
 

WUR Goes Abroad 

1. Student Information 

 
Field of study in Wageningen Tourism 

Study period exchange 

(dd/mm/yyyy) 
   02/08/2022        until  03/12/2022 

Country (exchange) Singapore  

City (exchange) Singapore 

University (exchange) Ntu 

Faculty (exchange)  Business 

 

2. Motivation for exchange 
 

Why did you choose to go on study exchange? 

I wanted to go on exchange to broaden my horizons, to be able to travel and see more of 

the world. In addition to living in another country which makes the experience very 

different. 

 

What is the reason you chose for this country/university? 

At first i wanted to go to Australia, but in regards to covid still being a bit uncertain at 

the time of planning and the costs were very high i looked at alternatives and came to 

Singapore 

Still in Asia, where i had never been before, but a good mix between asian and western i 

thought. And affordable campus housing. 

3. Accessibility to reach destination   

Do you have any tips to reach your exchange destination? (E.g. bus, train, etc.) 
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Singapore is very well connected by plane from various airports. 

Once you arrive the MRT system to the campus is not hard, but it just takes 2 hours and with luggage 

i decided to take a grab taxi (which costed about 30 Singapore dollars) 

4. University and studying 

Could you provide some general information about the followed courses? 

 

 Course ECTS Short description 

of the contents 

Appreciation 

of course: 
1(low) – 5(high) 

 

Remarks  

1 New venture financing 3 au 

= 5,6 

ect 

Basically an 

introduction to 

accounting, 

financing, and 

regulations 

5 Saturday class from 9:00-

17:00 

Loved the teacher, very 

passionated 

I learned a lot but it is a 

very intens course  

2 Venturing into 

entrepreneurship  

5,6 Learning about all 

facets that are 

important for 

entrepreneurs, but 

what really made the 

course was the 

projects. It is more 

focused at actually 

being able to try out 

the entrepreneur 

mentality than just 

learning dry concepts  

5 Also Saturday course 

Same teacher, whom I love! 

He is so inspiring! 

 

Because there’s More 

interaction in this course it 

was easier to sit through 

3 Marketing 5,6 Learning marketing 

concepts and 

techniques  

3 Very basic course, not very 

special in terms of projects 

 

Requires a lot of preparation 

for Tutorials which in my 

opinion were a bit overrated 

4 Strategic HRM and 

consulting  

5,6 A course that goes 

further that just hrm, 

the consultancy part 

really brings more 

depth to the way of 

thinking  

4 Had some very interesting 

points of views, the projects 

were okay  

5  Leadership in 

organisations 

7,5 Concepts that go into 

leadership in 

organisations, but 

also in general and in 

terms of your own 

capabilities 

3,5 It felt like a strickt 

framework to stick to where 

own interpretation was not 

really appreciated. 

A lot of assignments that 

required self reflection and 

linking to the course 

content.  

6      
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How is the study formalized? (E.g. study forms, academic level, examination, 

workload, lesson material) 

Most courses have lectures/tutorials where you either listen or are a bit more interactive. 

Some of the lectures were online.  

In addition, almost all courses (for business) have group projects that account for between 30-60% of 

the final grade.  

And attendance/participation usually accounts for like 20% of the final mark (when the course 

consists of tutorials) 

Finally some courses have a final examination, but not all of them. 

 

The work load is fine, but you can get yourself drowned on the local way of working, which makes 

the workload very high. 

What is the culture of the university? (E.g. How approachable are the lecturers,  

engagement with local students? What are the differences with the WUR?) 

The student life on campus is amazing. However, getting in contact/making friends with 

locals is very difficult since they’re not very open to it and in addition they don’t want 

exchange students in their groups because that (most likely) negatively affects their 

grade. 

Since the grading is based on a bell curve students try to out beat eachother which causes a high 

work pressure, they want to be the best and only an A+ is seen as if they have succeeded. 

The teachers are very approachable and helpfull when you need something.  

 

What does the university offer the student additionally? (E.g.  Catering, sports 

facilities, laundry facilities?) 

On the campus terrain students can make use of free sports facilities (they have literally 

everything you can think of) 

There is a lot of associations you can join 

The hall organize a great deal of activities, you do have to make sure you get into the loop 

though 

There is a very basic kitchen in each hall (but cooking is not normal here) 

There is a canteen in every hall where you will  eat every meal of the day with your 

exchange friends 

 

There is laundry facilities 1S$/wash 

 

Campus is far away from the city centre. 1,5 h by public transport, 20-30 min by taxi 

5.Housing-travelling-living 
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What are the possibilities for housing? (E.g. Availability to sign up for a room on 

campus, private rooms, rent rates?) 

Campus housing is the best option, housing in city is unaffordable and far away. 

Not all hall are maintained as good as hoped 

But the prices are really good ranging between 230€-400 

Both shared and single rooms, you can give your preference, but not guaranteed  

What is the culture of the country like? (E.g. Differences with home, local 

cuisine, habits, manners?) 

There is a lot of meat in most dishes (not ideal for veggies) 

There is some western food, but very basic options otherwise they have all types of Asian 

food 

Because of the competition the vibe can feel different, but with exchange students you 

don’t notice this 

Singapore is small, so there is not a lot of variaty in activities you can do, mostly campus 

life 

Could you give a general price indication of the place of residence compared to 

living in Wageningen?  

 

Housing: 230-400€ 

Food/meal: 2-6€ 

Could you give some information about public transport infrastructure? (E.g. Cost 

public transport card, taxi prices, how to travel to the university?) 

Transport to city MRT : about 2€ (can get you everywhere, it just takes a while) 

Taxi to city (4 pers): about 17€ 

 

 

6. Free time 
What are must-sees in the area? (E.g. nearby destinations, how do you prefer to 

travel, when to plan?) 

All the normal highlights in Singapore and then you also have time to do some less 

touristy things and go to JB Malaysia for cheap food and shoppong 

What does not appear in the travel guide, but is worth a visit? 

Night safari at the zoo 

Ladies night at Wednesday (free entry and drinks for girls) 
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Do you have general tips and tricks about leisure time (E.g. recommendations 

for restaurants, going out?) 

Going out is expensive in Singapore 

Club entry ranges from 20S$ - 50 S$ 

Price of a beer starts at 10S$ in a bar (thenyou have a good price) 

Mix drink around 15$ 

 

Buy a bottle of alcohol at the airport duty free and have parties at campus (mainly at hall 

7 rooftop terrace)  

7.Challenges & best moment abroad 
 

What was a challenge you have experienced? 

The culture shock was very big and the fact that locals are so distant and speak Singlish 

makes it very hard to connect. And then especially if you’re the only exchange student in 

a class it can feel very lonely  

What was your best memory abroad? 

All the f*cling cool things i have done with my exchange friends and the bond that we 

build together by having dinner and lunch every day and these experiences!! 

8. Contact details (optional) 
Is the reader allowed to contact the 

writer? 
yes ☒               no ☐ 

Name/e-mail  Simone.van.nieuwstadt@gmail.com 

 

 


