Dear student,

Welcome back to The Netherlands! We hope you enjoyed your time abroad! To inform other students to
go on study exchange you could help us by filling in this questionnaire. The questionnaires will be placed
on vestegoesabroad.wur.nl to inspire students. Please fill in the questions in English. Try to be specific with
your answers when possible. Your answers could help students make choices to go study abroad.

Thank you for your time and contribution!
Kind regards,

Study Abroad Office

1. Student information

Study programme at WUR BSc - Environmental sciences

Study period exchange 06/11/2018 until 11/01/2019
Country/City (of exchange) Spain - Albacete

University (of exchange) Universidad Castilla de la Mancha
Faculty (of exchange) Agricultural engineering

2. Motivation for exchange
Why did you choose to go on study exchange?

| always wanted to learn a new language and meet people from all over the world . So | decided to go to Spain and follow my courses
in Spanish. Mostly to have a great experience for half a year and to get to know Spain, not only as a holiday country

What is the reason you chose for this country/university?

| went to Universidad Castilla de la Mancha, because i knew they didn't offer many English courses. | really wanted to be forced to
learn this new language and | didn't know much about this area in Spain. The city | went to is in the middle of nowhere, but this made
the connections between the Erasmus students very special.

How did you find the information on studying abroad?

Exchange coordinator

3. Accessibility to reach destination

Do you have any tips to reach your exchange destination?
An plane to either Valencia or Madrid, and then a bus to Albacete

Are there any other extra costs to reach destination?
No.



4. University & studying

Could you provide some general information about the followed courses

Course

ECTS

Short description of the
contents

Appreciation of
course: 1(low) -
5(high)

Remarks

1 [Geografia de la ciudad

The advantages and

This course is social and a lot of

contemporanea disadvantages of cities. It Erasmus students follow this

is based on historical course, therefore the teacher

evenFs and literature. t includes all the Erasmus students.

also includes a tour Furth if t le with

around Albacete and the u ermgre ryou's rugg ew

Geo botanic garden. the Spanish language this course
helps you with English literature
and a lot of photos.

2 | Empresa Economy of markets,

focused on agricultural
companies. Start off
with some basic
marketing/economics
and later includes more
information about
markets including
calculations.

3 | Geobotanica

In this course you learn
everything about plants
and their surroundings. In
the beginning you focus on
plants in Spain, but later
the flora and fauna of the
whole world is included.
The course includes a trip
to the mountains and you
can give a presentation
about the Dutch
vegetation.

4 |Ecologia Forestal

This course is about
forestry ecology. You will
learn basic processes
within plants and forests
and all general concepts of
Ecology are repeated. This
course includes a 3 day
trip in the mountains and
all projects and the exam
can be made in English.




How is the study formalized?

When | arrived | learned that each year Spanish students have 10 subjects. So 5 subjects in the first semester. You follow all the 5
subjects at once, this means you have homework for each subject every week, therefore | thought the workload was a lot. Also it
was hard to focus on each subject, especially when you have different subjects of different faculties. The academic level and
examination were good. However the study forms were a bit limited. Here each subject is given two hours a day, without breaks.

You have to listen 2 hours to a presentation and you will have 6 hours in total during the day without breaks. For me it was hard to
pay attention so many hours especially, because the courses were in Spanish

What is the culture of the university?

As mentioned before, here you will have to listen to a powerpoint presentation for 2 hours. The teacher try to include you with
questions, but it is very hard to pay attention. Some teacher were more engaged with the Erasmus students. | would say a big

difference with the WUR are the amount of projects and different study forms. Here you have less group work and less projects,
which makes the lessons somethings a bit boring.

What does the university offer the student additionally?

There are many sport facilities and they will offer you a home. Furthermore there is an ESN office. They organize activities and
weekend trips to many cities. | recommend to get an ESN card and join the activities, since they were a lot of fun.

5. Housing-travelling-living
What are the possibilities for housing?

The university will offer you a place at the residence. However the residence has some rules. Most of the time you share a room

and there will be visiting hours. You can also look for a room yourself. However you can end up with non-students. So | think it is
better to live with students and accept a room in the residence.

What is the culture of the country like?

| really noticed that a lot of modern things are not yet included in the daily Spanish lifestyle. Here everything is payed with cash and
there is not so much attention to the environment. It is the area of wine, ham and cheese, so you will find a lot of meat here, plastic
bags and cars. Even though Albacete does not have mountains everybody drives a car. It is a very dry country, if you want to find
green spots, you have to search for them. However if you go into the mountains, it is amazing. Here the day is divided in two parts a
morning and a night. Between them there is a big lunch and all the shops will be closed. They will open around 6 again, and dinner

is around 10. The parties begin at 2 and end at 6 in the morning or later :P. The best thing about Spain: Spanish people. They are
so friendly and want to include you in everything. You will never feel alone here.

Could you give a general price indication of the place of residence compared to living in Wageningen?

Most rooms are around 200 euro. Some ask some extra money for light, gas or wi-fi. | think it's a very cheap country, especially the
food and the housing.

Could you give some information about public transport infrastructure?

In Albacete everyone is walking. You can walk from one side of the city to the other in about 30-40 min. | recommend you to get a
bike. However not everyone has a bike and its harder to protect the bike from getting stolen. The bus lines are not very good

(depending on where you live), i think walking is faster. The taxi prices are low, so if you go out and want to get back home with a
taxi it's around 6 euro.



6. Free time

What are must-sees in the area?

From Albacete you can go to many cities in Spain: Madrid, Valencia, Toledo, Murcia, Cartagena. There are also some natural
parks however you need to find someone with a car to arrive there. You can get buses to the other places, for low prices. With
ESN they will plan trips to Lisboa, Granada, Cordoba, Madrid, Valencia. Also really nice to join and the transport will be arranged
for you.

What does not appear in the travel guide, but is worth a visit?

Chinchilla. Its a small town near Albacete you can get a bus ticket for 2 euro. It has a castle on top of the mountain.

Do you have general tips and tricks about leisure time?

In Albacete you have two streets were all the tapas bars and clubs are located: Calle conception and Calle Tejares. Most of the
students go there since the food is cheap and includes drinks. If you want to have a more special dinner | recommend you to go
out of the city centre. Here you can find good restaurants with a lot of local people.

7. Challenges & best moment abroad

What was a challenge you have experienced?

It was hard to keep up with the Spanish in the beginning, however you make a lot of progress in a small time. | was the only
Dutch, so sometimes it was hard to be the only one, since a lot of people had groups from their countries. Furthermore | had to
move twice since i did not singed a contract for the room (this means the boss can kick you out whenever he wants). Therefore |
recommend you to find a spot in the residence. If not find some students to live with, because the house bosses are really difficult
in Spain. If they don't give you a contract, ask for it, if they still not have it find something else.

What was your best memory abroad?

| had many great experiences here. The best were the ESN trips and the nights out with the Erasmus group. | also visited a
natural park when it was summer and we watched the sunset. Furthermore | made a lot of close friends that | have spend a lot of
time with and | will never forget all the days | have done so many fun things with them.
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