Dear student,

Welcome back to The Netherlands! We hope you enjoyed your time abroad! To inform other students to
go on study exchange you could help us by filling in this questionnaire. The questionnaires will be placed
on vestegoesabroad.wur.nl to inspire students. Please fill in the questions in English. Try to be specific with
your answers when possible. Your answers could help students make choices to go study abroad.

Thank you for your time and contribution!
Kind regards,

Study Abroad Office

1. Student information

Study programme at WUR Geo-Information Sciences
Study period exchange 9/1/18 until 01/31/2019
Country/City (of exchange) Spain

University (of exchange) Universidad de Murcia
Faculty (of exchange) Computer Sciences

2. Motivation for exchange

Why did you choose to go on study exchange?

| wanted a break from my life in Wageningen, experience a new culture, broaden my skill set and escape the Dutch winter.

What is the reason you chose for this country/university?

The University of Murcia was my second choice, my first choice was the University of Copenhagen. | had Murcia listed as my second
choice as the university had an interesting master program concerning big data. Later, however, it turned out that | was not allowed to
take these courses, as it required a degree in Math, Computer Science or Physics to be accepted. | only found this out when |
contacted the university regarding my exchange. Another reason for me to choose Murcia was to improve my Spanish.

How did you find the information on studying abroad?
WUR website

3. Accessibility to reach destination
Do you have any tips to reach your exchange destination?

Fly to Alicante Airport. During the day there is a bus to Murcia leaving from the airport. There is also a train leaving from Alicante.

Are there any other extra costs to reach destination?

No, not that | am aware of.



4. University & studying
Could you provide some general information about the followed courses

Course

ECTS

Short description of the
contents

Appreciation of
course: 1(low) -
5(high)

Remarks

Fundamentos de This course introduces the |4 Great introduction to many

Computacion organization and the basic computing principles if you don't
operating principles of have a background in computer
computers (e.g. sciences.
representation of
information, digital
systems, computer
architecture, operating
systems, generating
machine code and
computer and Internet
networks).

Interfaces de Usuario Explores the problem of 2 Lectures are really boring with way
human/computer too much information (1000+
interaction and the slides) but the seminars were quite
development and interesting and taught me a lot
evaluation of user about the design of user interfaces.
interfaces that are usable
and accessible, paying
special attention to the
application of standards
and style guides in
desktop, web and mobile
applications.

Introduction to the basic 4 Lectures are not so challenging, but

Programacion Orientado a
Objetos

concepts of the Object
Oriented (OO) paradigm.
These concepts are taught
through programming
assignments since the
University considers it the
only way to master these
concepts. You work with
Java.

seminars were great. Teachers
really take their time for you and
explain the concepts in a
understandable way.

Algoritmos y estructuras de
Datos

In this course students are
expected to develop
problem-solving skills, with
tools such as algorithmic
schemes, inductive
reasoning, modular
decomposition, the
application of methodical
processes, and in general
the Algorithmic thinking.

2

Even though | was very interested
in the contents of this course it
turned out to be not suited for me.
The lecturer spoke with a very
strong Murcian accent, making it
impossible for me to understand
him. He also required handwritten
summaries every two weeks, which
| found ridiculous. | would not
recommend this course.




Appreciation o
Short description of the i f

Course ECTS course: 1(low) - Remarks
contents 5(high)
Automatas y Lenguajes 6 In this course models for (3 Course is set up very well, but just
formales the specification and did not enjoy the contents being
processing of formal taught.

languagesare taught, such
as regular expressions,
automatons and
grammars. These facilitate
the modeling, design and
implementation of software
components of chain
processing.




How is the study formalized?

All the courses | took consisted of one lecture of two hours and one seminar of two hours per week. Most courses also required to
complete assignments, varying from writing summaries of course material (by hand!) to completing a programming assignment or
testing and reviewing a certain technology.

What is the culture of the university?

The computer science program is attended by a lot of mostly male students (around 800 new students start the Computer Science
program each year). My course mates were quite distant, | think because they were a bit insecure about their English skills. When
engaging with them in Spanish they were a lot more open. You can speak to the lecturers after class or make an appointment with
them during their office hours. The way they communicate with students was a bit stiff and formal and not as relaxed as my
interactions with my lecturers at the WUR.

What does the university offer the student additionally?

The university has a campus outside of the city and a few locations in the city centre including libraries and study rooms. At the
campus there are a lot of sports facilities, including tennis and football pitches and a Rugby stadium. It is possible for students to
rent a pitch to play, however it will cost you around 2-3 euro p.p. depending on the size of your group. There were many different
places to get food (and beer) around campus.

5. Housing-travelling-living
What are the possibilities for housing?

Most of the Erasmus students live in or around the center of Murcia. They got their rooms via one of the various Erasmus Facebook
groups or via websites like www.idealista.com or www.housinganywhere.com. It should be possible to get a decent room for around
200-300 euro per month including utilities, but be aware of scammers. It gets really hot in the summer, so a room with
air-conditioning or a fan is recommended.

What is the culture of the country like?

Murcia is a rather sleepy city with a relaxed atmosphere. Siesta is really a thing here, especially during the summer when the city is
a ghost town between 13:00 and 17:00. Because of the relaxed mindset of the people, it can take ages to get things done and you
really need to be patient.

You have a lot of days off, mostly because of religious reasons. Even though most young people are not religious, they seem to be
very attached to there (regional) culture and customs. Sometimes you can notice negative attitudes towards foreigners from
Northern Europe (Spanish people call them Guiris), but in my experience it did not happen very often.

Could you give a general price indication of the place of residence compared to living in Wageningen?

Per month, | paid €260 for rent, around €20 for Public transport, and around €200-300 for food, drinks and activities. In general life
is a lot cheaper than in Wageningen.

Could you give some information about public transport infrastructure?

There is a tram line going up to the university campus, with a tram leaving every ten minutes for most of the day. If you are a
student you can get a student discount that gives you unlimited trips for €20,40 or 32 trips for €15. There are a lot of buses going
around the city, but | preferred biking. It is possible to get access to city bikes if you don't like to walk everywhere. A subscription for
a year is €40. Biking infrastructure is not that great, but is rapidly improving. During my stay bike lanes were being added all over
the city.

You can get to other cities by bus or train, tickets can be bought online or at the station and are not too expensive. The center is not
too big, so walking is also a decent option. In summer it gets really hot though, so be prepared to sweat.



6. Free time

What are must-sees in the area?

Murcia does not have a lot of tourist attractions, except for the cathedral in the center. There is also a big Jesus statue a few
kilometers outside of town, but | didn't find it that special when visiting it. Murcia is quite close to the sea, so it is quite easy to get
to the beach. If you have access to a car | recommend the beach of Calblanque, as it is not that crowded and in the middle of a
natural park. However, the beaches in Alicante are quite nice and clean and only one hour away by bus. Furthermore the cities of
Granada, Alicante and Cartagena are worth a visit and not too far away.

What does not appear in the travel guide, but is worth a visit?

Fuensanta, a sanctuary around 5 km outside of Murcia provides you with a nice view over the valley. It is also possible to go on
some nice hiking trips around there.

Do you have general tips and tricks about leisure time?

Murcia has a lot of students, and there are many different possibilities to go out. In general Spanish students start the night in a
smaller bar after which they go to one of the big clubs (Luminata and REM seem to be the most popular ones) at around 3:00.

7. Challenges & best moment abroad

What was a challenge you have experienced?
Communication coming from the university was horrible, it took me a long time to complete the registration for my classes. If you
are not registered you can not access the online university portal where all the announcements, slides, etc. are posted, so the

first few weeks | had no access to any information about courses. As a result | waited for lectures that had been canceled, walked
into the wrong classes as the rooms had changed etc.

What was your best memory abroad?

| have met some really nice people and went on some memorable trips during my stay in Spain. My visit to Granada and sunny
sundays at the beach in Alicante were defenitely highlights of my stay here in Spain.
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