WUR Goes Abroad

1. Student information

Study programme WU Internationale Ontwikkelingsstudies (BIN)

Exchange semester (dd/mm/yyyy) 02/08/2023 until 02/12/2023

Exchange destination: University La Universidad Nacional de Colombia
(UNAL)

Faculty Ciencias Humanas (Social studies)

Country Colombia

City Bogota

2. Motivation for exchange

a. Why did you choose to go on study exchange?
I've always loved travelling and I saw studying abroad as the perfect opportunity
to experience life in a different country as a ‘local’ instead of a tourist. Moreover,
with a degree as internationally focused as BIN, it only seemed logical to do an
exchange! I would personally like to work for an international NGO after
graduating so studying abroad seemed like a good preparation for that. Mainly
because studying at a foreign university is a way to learn about your discipline
from a different perspective.

b. What is the reason you chose for this country?
I already knew I wanted to go to a Spanish speaking country to improve my
Spanish. I had already been to Spain so I decided to go for either Chile or
Colombia. In the end the decision is personal of course. I personally ended up
choosing Colombia because I liked the accent (very neutral and easy to learn!)
and I'd heard that the country is known for its friendly and outgoing people
(completely truel!).

c. What is the reason you chose for this university?
They only offered one university in Colombia! In the year I went at least, it might
have changed.

3. Accessibility to reach destination

a. Do you have any advice about reaching your exchange destination?
I wish I did! To be honest I think it’s fairly straightforward. I took a plane from
Amsterdam to Bogotd and then a taxi to my apartment. Maybe it’s wise to
download Uber before you land, to possibly avoid any tourist scams. At the same
time that’s part of the experience so I wouldn't worry to much about it. What also
might be nice is to get an online sim card so you immediately have internet
connection when you land. I didn’t do it but I imagine it might have made the
whole first day feel a little less daunting :).



4. University and studying

a. Could you provide some general information about the followed courses?

between humans
and nature

Course ECTS Short Appreciation Remarks
description of of course:
the contents 1(low) - 5(high)
1| Colombia 6 The history of 5 I loved the way this
Contempordnea Colombia and how course was taught.
this shapes Almost entirely
Colombian society discussion based. It
today forced you to form your
own opinions about the
material.
2| Accion Collectiva y 6 Marxist theory, 5 Great teachers! Very
Movimientos Sociales power structures, discussion based again
why prison should
be abolished
(Foucault) and
revolution/social
movements
3 | Seminario Ambiental 6 The relationship 4 We went on a 3 day

field trip to go visit
people who had been
displaced by the
construction of a water
dam. Such an insightful
experience!

o u|h

b. I had sufficient possibilities to select suitable courses that were taught in
English (Yes, No - Explain):

NO! All courses are taught in Spanish. A basic Spanish level is required but you
acquire the language at a super fast pace so if you're up for a challenge I wouldn't

worry at all!

c. I had sufficient possibilities to select suitable courses in my field of interest

(Yes, No - Explain):

Yes. There were was a huge variety of courses from different faculties. You were
even allowed to mix and match!

d. I am satisfied with the level of the courses that I followed (Yes, No -

Explain):

Yes. Like I said before, the way of teaching in Colombia is completely different
from what we're used to in the Netherlands. You could compare it to the tuturials
we have at the WUR! Most of the classes are completely discussion based: you
read an article beforehand and discuss it with your classmates. The teacher is an
active part of this and steers the discussion in new and interesting directions. For




me this way eye opening, it challenged me to think outside of the box and see
many social issues in a new light.

e. I am satisfied, in the end, with the selection of courses I followed (Yes, No -
Explain):

Yes. I liked all my courses!

f. What is it like to study there?

E.g. Study forms, academic level, examination, workload, lesson material?
Like I previously explained the classes are very discussion based. The focus is
more on guiding you to form your own opinion than on examination. A lot of the
exams we had were actually creative assignments: giving presentations on a
subject of your choice, making songs or even performing a play. I personally
experienced the workload to be a bit higher than in the Netherlands. Because the
classes were so discussion and participation based, you really had to have read all
the assigned materials. This was a challenge because there were days that we
were assigned 3 papers to read for the next day. Of course it also took more time
and energy because everything was in Spanish.

g. What is the culture of the university?

E.g. How approachable are the lecturers, engagement with local students? What are the

differences with WU?
I loved the culture at the UNAL. People were very motivated and creative.
Because they spend so much time at the uni, it seemed like their little safe
heaven full of music, people hanging out in the grass and little stands that sold
food or fun things like jewellery. The local students were very open to getting to
know exchange students. Most of them don’t get to travel outside of Colombia as
much so for them it’s exciting to get to know a new culture through you! The
teachers were also super friendly. I think the contact between student and
teacher was more informal than it is in the Netherlands.

h. What does the university offer students additionally?

E.g. Catering, sports facilities, laundry facilities?
The university doesn’t offer a lot of activities outside of the classroom, most of it
is organised by the students themselves. Every Thursday night they would host a
party at the campus for example! I think the exchange department of the
university also organised some events every once in a while like salsa or picknicks
but I wasn’t very involved with them. They do organise an introduction week
before uni starts which is supposed to be nice!

5. Housing-traveling-living

a. What are the possibilities for housing?

E.g. Availability to sign up for a room on campus, private rooms, rent rates?
The university doesn’t arrange student housing, you have to look yourself. I got
my room on the site ‘getvico.com’ which was super easy and quick! I lived with
Colombian roommates (and a French guy!) and paid around €320 a month. A
friend of mine lived even cheaper and got her room via Facebook!

b. What is the culture like?



E.g. Differences with home, local cuisine, habits, manners?

Colombia and the Netherlands are like day and night! I loved it there but it has to
fit you. It's hard to describe the country without falling back in clichés haha. In
short, I would say Colombians are the most friendly and outgoing (+party loving!)
people out there. They are also the least organised people I've ever met so you
need to have quite some patience. The food is delicious (try chicharron!) and the
country itself is incredible beautiful and diverse.

c. Could you give some information about public transport infrastructure?
E.g. Cost public transport card, taxi prices, how to travel to the university?

Public transport is pretty good in Bogota! As long as you don't travel during the
peak hours your fine. If you have an early class this is challenging so I normally
just walked to uni (around 40 minutes). They also have pretty okay bike
infrastructure. Taking the metro or bus was very cheap, around €0,60. During the
night I wouldn't travel by public transport (safer if you don’t), so we used to take
the taxi or motor taxi. There are multiple apps that you can use and prices varied

between €1,50 and €7.

6. Expenses

a. Can you give an indication of your expenses for/during your exchange?

Category Expenses
Travelling there 1000 (?)
Visa - if applicable 40 (?)

Vaccinations - if applicable

Insurances (extra) - if applicable

5 (for the uni)

Daytrips/sight-seeing

Pfff hard to say I travelled a lot. Most
expensive was a week long vacation to the
coast, that cost me around 300 I think

Housing costs per month & type of
housing/accommodation

Around 300

Grocery costs per month

Hard to say, maybe around €30/50

Public transport costs per month

20/30 (? I mainly used taxis)

Restaurant/going out for dinner costs per
month

You can get a meal for around €3/5

b. The price levels were in general [higher; lower; equal] in comparison to in

the Netherlands: lower lol

c. Additional remarks regarding expenses?

7. Free time

a. What are must-sees in the area?

E.g. Nearby destinations, how do you prefer to travel, when to plan?
That's for you to find out! For now I recommend (In Bogotd): Theatron
(nightclub), Modern Art Museum, la Cinemateca (cinema with indie/documentary




style movies). Ahh and don’t forget to go to some raves if your into that, they

were incredible!

b. What does not appear in a travel guide, but is definitely worth seeing/doing?
Go camping with your friends! It’s cheap and oh so fun :). We went to La Vega for
example. Travel guides also tell you not to visit the East Coast of Colombia for
safety reasons but I would take this with a grain of salt. Be mindful but don't be
afraid to go. We visited Juanchaco for example, a remote and idyllic island way
different from the ones on the North Coast. Ohh also don’t miss out on San
Augustin or Ipiales (Sanctuario de las Lajas!! It borders with Ecuador so it's also a
cool opportunity to see a more indigenous side to Colombia).

8. Challenges & best moment abroad

a. Any challenges? How did you deal with them?
I think for me the main challenge was exhaustion. Especially in the beginning
everything took a lot of energy. Speaking a foreign language all day, the uni
workload, taking on as many social events as possible to make friends. After a
while this faded though, you just have to learn to pace yourself. My phone and
bankcard also got stolen towards the end of my stay (my fault, I wasn’t paying
attention) so that was stressful. One tip I would give on that would be to bring an
extra sim card (and even extra bankcard if that’s possible), that would have saved
me some trouble! I'll end with a big cliché but it’s definitely true, the biggest
challenge was actually leaving Colombia! It was an amazing time and I would
more than recommend going there on your Erasmus.

b. Best memory?

After my semester had ended my family came to visit me. My sister went out with
my friends and I to the club we went almost every week (Theatron!). Seeing her
dance with the people I had grown so fond of so quickly, and seeing how amazed
she was by the different culture was something I'll never forget :).

9. Contact details

Is the reader allowed to contact the
writer?

yes no O

Name & email address (if yes)

Lisa, lisakluijtmans@gmail.com

Voel je absoluut vrij om contact te leggen!
Toen ik zelf ging was er veel onduidelijk,
als ik daarmee zou kunnen helpen zou ik
het tof vinden :)
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